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Michelle leads way
in business awards

JANINE CARTER

MARGARET River business woman
Michelle Miller expected her name to
be called at the Belmont BEC Awards
night to present an award, not receive
it.

Mrs Miller was named Belmont
BEC Business Woman of the Year last
week.

As WA president of Business and
Professional Women, the award’s
sponsor, Mrs Miller was prepared to
present the award and did not even
know she had been nominated for it.

The silk artist joined the Belmont

Business Enterprise Centre because it
specialises in the textile industry, par-
ticularly clothing and footwear fashion
and design, and runs State and national
programs to promote WA designers.
She nominated her company Rivers
of Silk for the TCF Achievers Award,
which required her to open up her busi-
ness operatfons, finances, staff devel-
opment and marketing initiatives.
Initially starting the silk business
from home when her son was born, she
now employs four part time staff.
Mrs Miller said while the award
gave recognition of her work during
the past seven years, it also gave her

personal confidence in what she was
doing.

““You set goals but there’s always
another so when you get an award, you
think ‘‘maybe I am achieving some-
thing after all””,”” she said.

As Business and Professional
Women WA president, Mrs Miller
champions women in the workplace.

*“The support is there for women
but it is not necessarily a level playing
field because women are more likely
to arrange their business around the
family,” she said.
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